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Our Harvest thanksgiving service will be on Sunday 11th October at 11am 

Please register with the church office by Thursday 8th October at 12.30pm if you plan to attend.  
The service will also be live-streamed and can be watched on our Facebook page. 

 
Dear Member of Strean, 

I am writing to you in what continues to be very difficult times for our church, our town and our 
country – and all of our people.  Harvest time speaks to us of a time of completion and fruitfulness 
and of bringing in the crops and the fruit and the vegetables, after a season of work and effort.  Yet 
this harvest time, because of covid restrictions we are unable to bring the usual gifts of fruit and 
vegetables and flowers to decorate the church and then distribute to our older members.    

But we are still having a harvest thanksgiving service on Sunday 11th October 2020 at 11am, and yes, 
it will be different from all our other harvest services. Instead you will be able to donate food items 
at our next foodbank day, Thursday 29th October, in the church car park, from 10am to 12 midday. 
Church envelopes can also be dropped off on this day. 

Our new arrangements for coming to church continue – please contact the church office (Tuesday 
to Thursday) or Jeff to inform us you will be coming.  Whilst it has been great to see so many folk 
back in church each week we appreciate that for many this is not yet possible or advisable.  What 
can we do to continue to be in contact with you, to support you and to reach out to you?   Please 
do be in touch with myself (07799552804), Barbara in the church office or your district elder.  We 
can provide prayer support and a listening ear, whatever the situation. 

With this letter you have also received a harvest envelope. Usually this collection goes into our 
Property fund. This year Session has decided that any funds given should be shared between the 
Property fund and our Mission fund. The reason for this is that we have our United Appeal target of 
£9,000 still to be honoured. Normally our mission funds would benefit from the Antiques Fair and 
Christmas Fair, but again with covid restrictions unfortunately these will not happen this year. 

Let me say on behalf of Session how encouraged we have been by the financial support of everyone 
during these difficult days and to thank you for this.  Harvest envelopes can be returned in a number 
of ways: 

- At our Sunday morning services; 
- By direct giving through your bank to Strean No. 2 account Sort Code 95-03-96,  

Account Number 62745623.   Please mark your donation with 
 the reference: Harvest; 

- At our drop-off day on Thursday 29th October between 10am and 12 noon. 
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We also plan to have a communion service on Sunday 18th October, and this will be a family service. 
As with all our services at present we would ask you to register in advance and also to bring along 
your own bread and “wine” as we are not permitted to distribute them.  Whilst you might think this 
is strange, let’s remember that Christ himself used the bread and wine around him, without needing 
glasses or trays.  The importance will be in the words of the sacrament.  And we hope to use this 
service to teach our younger members a little bit about this service. 

There will be another giving day, 26th November, when food and church envelopes can be dropped 
off between 10am and 12 midday. This may also be the day when we drop off Christmas gifts for 
Belfast City Mission, depending on what restrictions are still in place. There will be an announcement 
closer to the time when more information is available.  Please do contact the church office for 
updates, or visit the website or Facebook if you have internet access.  As things change on a weekly 
and even daily basis, we are aware that Sunday services may need to close again for a period of 
time; please do look out for updates on this. 

Whilst covid has changed the way in which we do our Harvest service here in Strean, the impact of 
covid has had a much greater and more significant impact on farmers and those working more 
widely in agriculture – from changes in demand to difficulties in some areas of getting seasonal 
workers, to the impact of grounding of air travel in some places for transportation of produce to 
covid outbreaks amongst workers in processing plants.  Please pray for those amongst our own 
congregation and community who are farmers and connected to the land. 

All these arrangements and restrictions in this letter reflect what is happening in our country and 
world currently. Coupled with this is fear and anxiety about what the future might hold. This is 
natural for us as people, but as people of faith we know that we can hand all of this over to God. We 
can rest in the knowledge that He holds us close. So at this time of harvest let us turn and thank God 
for all His goodness and provision. 

 

Genesis 4:2-4 “Now Abel kept flocks, and Cain worked the soil.  In the course of time Cain brought 
some of the fruits of the soil as an offering to the Lord.  And Abel also brought an offering—fat 

portions from some of the firstborn of his flock.” 

 
 
Yours in Christ 
 
 
Jeff McWatters         Fiona Boyle         Sandra Gwynne 
Minister   Clerk of Session   Treasurer    

 
 


