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LET HIS LIGHT SHINE

The Holy Week services, from Tues 30th March - Fri 2nd April 2021                                    

These will be available on YouTube, with the recorded service coming 
from the following Ards churches – Movilla, Strean, Scrabo and 
Greenwell Street.  
Rev. David Johnston, former Minister of Hamilton Road is the speaker. 
The details and the link will be available on our Facebook page and the 
Church website or you can contact the church office or Jeff for more 
details.

Easter 2021

Song of Songs ch2:11-12 
“Look the winter is past, and 
the rains are over and gone.  

The flowers are springing up.”

Photo by Martin Conroy
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As a church family we want to be able to help YOU at this time.  If 
you need anything, please do ask and we will endeavour to help 
you.   Please phone, text or get in touch with the church office: Tel: 
028 9181 6225, Jeff Mob: 077 9955 2804 or Fiona Mob:079 7418 
0321.  
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Hello to everyone!  

It has been such a long time since we have 
been able to see one another and use this 
simple greeting. For a number of people, it 
has been a year since you were last inside 
the church buildings. But these facts don’t 
take away from the reality that we are all 
one family, God’s family. How wonderful to 
know that no matter what gets between us 

or how far apart we must sit or stand, that we are united through the love 
that God has for each and every one of us. 

We are all looking forward to the day when the doors open and we can 
worship together, chat and catch up in the familiar surroundings of our 
church. Until that time I trust that this magazine will help to keep you up 
to date with what has been happening and that it will encourage you to 
keep going. 

As the writer says in Hebrews 10 verse 23 “Let us hold unswervingly to 
the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 

                                                                                 Jeff 

 

Sunday Worship: 

Sunday morning services will continue to be live-streamed and 
can be watched on our Facebook page from 11am and available 
on our YouTube channel later in the day. 

Easter Sunday, 4th April, will be a communion service.  

Sunday services, daily bible recordings and and weekly Bible 
study recording are also available in CD format. 

For up-to-date information please check: the Church website, 
Facebook page, phone the church office or contact Jeff. 
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Whilst Session has been unable to meet face to face for much of this last year, 
we have continued our bi-monthly meetings by Zoom, as well as our monthly 
elders’ prayer meetings on the first Sunday of each month.  Church House has 
kept Jeff and Session up-to-date with wider church policy on what we can and 
can’t do during this period.   

And during this time although the physical building has been closed, much of 
the wider work of the church has continued, albeit in different ways and 
through other mechanisms – by post and phone, through online delivery and 
via CDs, and through the monthly drop-off days and communication through 
our regular church newsletter.  Different organisations have kept the contact 
going with their members – much of this is done quietly by leaders and 
members, and we want to thank everyone for caring in this way.  

A key responsibility for Session over this time has been to continue to support 
Jeff and his ministry in whatever way we can; and we know congregational 
members have been doing this also.   The work of Strean and God’s Kingdom 
continues - please do let Jeff or any of the elders know if you have a pastoral 
need; so that this can be responded to. 

One recent area of work has been around a Presbytery consultation; this is 
a regular process for every church, around every 10 years, where the 
Presbytery (in our case – Ards) enquires into the life of a congregation in order 
to discover (a) encouragements which can be celebrated, (b) challenges that 
the congregation might be facing and (c) any concerns that Session might be 
struggling with.   

During January and February, the paperwork including questionnaires, 
financial information, property and insurance information were all prepared 
and submitted to Ards Presbytery.  The consultation then took place in late 
February and involved our minister, Clerk of Session, Congregational 
Secretary and Treasurer – in plain language, Jeff, Fiona, Brian and Sandra.  
All of this was conducted by Zoom by a Presbytery consultation team.  This 
was a very positive experience, and we look forward to receiving the 
consultation report and sharing the findings with the wider congregation. 

Fiona Boyle (Clerk) 

Up-date from Session



A Tearfund survey on prayer in 2018 found that 51% of adults in the UK pray. Two 
years later, after the start of the coronavirus pandemic, a similar survey found that 
one in twenty people who hadn’t prayed before had started to pray.   
Many people pray only in times of great stress, danger or uncertainty and while 
it’s important to pray in these times, for the Christian there is much more to prayer 
than this.   

There are many reasons why we should pray but foremost amongst these is that 
Christ instructed his followers to pray both by His example and His teaching. So 
fervent and direct where His prayers that once when he had finished praying His 
followers pleaded “Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1.)  They yearned to be in 
touch with God, as they knew Christ was. The Bible also makes it clear that 
prayer changes things. (1 John 5:14,15) Watchman Nee, the Chinese Pastor and 
teacher put it like this. “Our prayers lay the track down which God’s power can 
come. Like a mighty locomotive, his power is irresistible, but it cannot reach us 
without rails.” 
   
But what is prayer? And how do we do it?  Pete Grieg, founder of the 24-7 prayer 
movement answers like this. At its simplest prayer is asking. That's what Jesus 
said : "Ask the Father," he told his disciples, "he loves to give good gifts". At this 
initial level, prayer is a kid who wants a PlayStation. It's a soldier going into battle. 
It's a mother alone at home. But at a slightly deeper level, asking gives way to 
listening. Slowly we still our souls and prayer becomes less transactional, more 
relational, more conversationally attentive. And then at its deepest level, prayer 
may move beyond conversation. Communication becomes communion. It's a 
baby asleep in her father's arms. It's an elderly couple sitting in deep, comfortable 
silence, until at last the clocks stop. Gradually there comes a profound awareness 
of God's presence. And all those frantic prayers wrestling for a blessing, give way 
to resting in the greatest blessing of all. 

For the Christian, prayer should be as much a part of our lives as breathing. 
Prayer is the privilege and responsibility of every believer. Never has our world 
been in greater need of people who will pray. Will you and I be amongst them? 

Congregational prayer at Strean currently takes place via Zoom fortnightly at 8.00 
p.m. on Wednesday evening after the Bible study.  All are welcome. Please 
contact the church office for more details. 

Alan Frazer 
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Prayer - a Privilege and a Priority



Baptism 
25th November 2020 - Kim Tarpey (adult) 
  
New Communicant by Profession of Faith 
Kim Tarpey 
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Deaths 

1st December 2020 – Mrs Sheila Baillie 
11th December 2020– Mrs Hazel McKee 

 3rd January 2021 – Mrs Margaret (Peggy) Moore 
31st January 2021 – Mrs Jean McKelvey 

Pray for the families of all who have lost loved ones, in a year when restrictions 
have made a time of bereavement even more difficult. 

Church Members Record 
!st December 2020 - 15th March 2021

Congratulations Matthew !! 
One of our BB boys Matthew Wilson has won the 
The Boys’ Brigade Northern Ireland Junior 
Section Musician of the Year competition.

The trophy, which is presented annually, is the 
‘Robert Renwick Memorial Trophy.’
 
Matthew was recorded at home playing the 
clarinet for his piece which was called ‘Swinging 
Shepherd Blues.’  The recording was uploaded to 
the judges via the internet.  

Matthew is the first boy from 6th Ards to have 
entered this competition.  Each year sees a high 
level of entries so this is a big achievement. 
Well done! 



A huge thank you to everyone who has 
supported the drop-off days in January and 
February.  As well as helping the local 
Foodbanks, your practical donations have 
also supported the Simon Community 
hostel in Bangor, the BCM work with young 
homeless people in Newtownards and the 
Women’s Aid refuge for North Down & Ards.   

The thank you letters from these groups 
really highlight what a big difference an 
everyday item makes to the people they are 
working with.  BCM said – We greatly value 
your support for the work we carry out and 
are especially grateful during the current 
challenging situation. 

Your financial support for the mission work is 
always greatly appreciated.  We intend to 
focus our Mission giving at the next two 
drop off days (Thursday 25th March and 
Thursday 22nd April) on two of the groups 
we have previously supported.   

Mercy ships – Mercy ships is a faith-based 
international development organisation that 
deploys hospital ships to some of the 
poorest countries in the world, delivering 
vital, free healthcare to people in desperate 
need.  After hearing about the work of Mercy 
Ships Strean then provided them with £300 of support. You can read more about 
Mercy Ships at www.mercyships.org.uk 

UCB – United Christian Broadcasters is a Christian media charity that exists to 
offer every person, in every place, every moment of the day, the opportunity to 
hear, watch or read the Word of God in a relevant and engaging way.  What an 
amazing Vision – and it’s one that Strean has supported over many years (indeed 
decades).  You may know of their Christian Radio channels or the Word for Today 
daily readings based on Scripture, articles and things to pray about – see more at 
www.ucb.co.uk   Last year we gave UCB £200.  

We are conscious that during this pandemic many people’s finances have been 
reduced.  In talking about these giving opportunities we don’t wish to apply any 
pressure to anyone. 

7

Mission Update

http://www.mercyships.org.uk
http://www.ucb.co.uk


Rev. Jeff McWatters 
It has now been almost a full year since the first lockdown was 
announced. During this past year, as a church, we have faced highs and 
lows; as individuals we have faced challenges, loss, and isolation. At times 
I am sure we have all felt like we are in a very dark place, but now there is 
light at the end of this long tunnel as the vaccine is rolled out. This is an 
appropriate time to look back and reflect upon the last 12 months. 

In those first days of lockdown, I am sure that most of us thought that this 
would quickly end, but as reality sunk in, we all scrambled to learn new 
technology and methods to keep in contact. In church we were blessed to 
have individuals who were familiar with this technology, who were able to 
adapt our equipment so that we could keep connected with one another. 
These changes have shown us how we can better connect with members 
of our church family who are house bound and how we are able to share 
the good news of God’s love to those who may never want to set foot into 
a church building. Family members who were far away were able to 
connect and be closer to home. These dark days of lockdown have really 
opened our eyes to how God’s love knows no barriers and reaches out to 
everyone. This reminds me of what God said through Moses in 
Deuteronomy 31 verse 6 “the Lord your God goes with you; he will never 
leave you nor forsake you”. It was said before a time that would be 
challenging and difficult and it is quoted in the New Testament several 
times to remind those who follow God that He is always with us.  

Through all the challenges that we have seen and continue to face during 
lockdown, we have experienced the love and presence of our ever faithful 
God. We have been able to help and bless those in our community 
because of how God has blessed us. We have seen God touch and 
transform lives and we pray that He continues to do this in the days that lie 
ahead. Yes, these have been dark and challenging days, but they have 
also been days of reflection, blessing and growth. We have learned to 
lean more on God; we have had time to declutter our daily lives and 
refocus on the one who is always with us. We pray for God to guide us as 
we soon start to meet together in person, for His hand of safety to be upon 
us all. 

8

Reflections of life during Covid



 Mandy Graham -  
Funeral Arranger, S Clarke and Son, Newtownards  

The Covic pandemic has had a big impact on my work 
life, due to retail closing up for long periods of time, I 
decided it was time to move on from retail.  

With God's guidance I successfully gained a position 
with S Clarke and Son Funeral Directors. I feel very 
privileged to have this role and be part of a brilliant 

team that helps families through such a difficult time. Covid has added 
extra difficulties for families dealing with the loss of a loved one, but as 
always Clarke's has adapted to ensure we carry out the family's wishes as 
fully as possible whilst keeping everyone safe. Most of the arrangements 
are now made over the phone to limit contact in the office. Live streaming 
services has helped greatly with the restricted numbers allowing people to 
attend the service online and pay their respects safely. Covid may have 
changed how things would normally be done, but we have not let the extra 
challenges change the care, compassion and dignity we give to all our 
families.   

Homeschooling has been the biggest challenge in our house, the first time 
there were lots of tears and frustrations. We have learnt lessons from this, 
2nd time round we have found a better balance. Although the work load 
some days seem unrealistic we try our best and only say positive things, 
even if we only get 10 out of 20 in our Friday test it's still amazing that 10 
are correct.  The girls have found it hard not seeing their friends, but a 
video call helps lift the mood, thank goodness for free video calls I 
wouldn't like to be paying the bill for 2 -3 hr calls!  

My greatest encouragement is watching God's hand in everything.  
Although it has been an extremely tough year, lots of positive things have 
happened. I always remain focused on Jeremiah 29 v11. This is my go-to 
verse and constantly reminds me God is good, what more encouragement 
do we need. 

Please Pray for:  
• Our children, that schools will return as soon as safely to do so and they 

will settle back into school life easily. 
• Our members who are still on furlough or made redundant during this 

time, that they are getting the support and help that they need. 
• Pray for the continued safety and good health of our church family and 

our community.  
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Joanne Harris - Primary school teacher (P2) 
There has been so much change since Covid-19 hit last 
March. School buildings were closed to most pupils on 
Friday 20th March 2020 and we were all thrown into ‘remote 
learning’. All children returned in September, and while it 
was just wonderful to see the children in person again, it 
was very different from our normal school days. We worked 
in our own little ‘bubbles’, seeing only the children within our 
own classes. I teach in a small village school, where 
everyone knows each other and children regularly mix, so 
this was a huge change for us all. We are a close-knit staff 
but there were many colleagues I just did not see anymore. 
After Christmas, we returned once again to remote learning. 

My ICT skills have improved massively since last March! Teaching online is so 
different from my normal job in the classroom, especially with 5 and 6 year olds. I 
now spend all day in front of a computer screen, preparing and recording lessons 
and communicating with the children and parents online. 

The changes to my job have meant a huge increase in workload. Teaching and 
giving feedback online is so much more time consuming than working with the 
children in the classroom. Normal working hours are spent online with my class 
and evenings and weekends are spent sourcing appropriate materials and 
preparing and recording lessons. I have my own 3 children at home and my 
husband, Carl, has long, busy days working in the Ulster Hospital. It has been a 
real juggling act trying to find time to support our own children alongside the 
responsibilities and demands of work. I know this is a challenge for all working 
parents in the current time!  

I have received ‘shielding letters’ during this pandemic, due to a previous 
splenectomy. This has added extra worry for our family, particularly from 
September to December when, between us, we were in 4 different schools and a 
hospital each day. 

I have greatly appreciated the many messages from our church family and 
friends. I know that many have prayed for the safety of our little family, particularly 
when Carl went to work in the hospital wards each day during the first strict 
lockdown. We have really missed seeing everyone in church and have been so 
thankful for the online services and opportunities to worship together virtually! 

Please Pray for: 
• A safe return to school for children and staff, as soon as it is advisable 
• For peace of mind for children in preschool, nursery, P1-P3, and Y12-Y14, who 

may be worried or anxious about the imminent return to school in March. Pray 
that they will settle quickly back into school life. 

• For those children in P4-P7 and Y8-Y11 who, as yet, have no date for return to 
school and face more weeks of isolation as they learn from home. 

• For peace of mind for teachers, classroom assistants, lunchtime supervisors, 
caretakers and all staff who work in schools, when they return to full classes. 
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Michael Wolff - North Down & Arts Borough 
Council (Michael is married to Julie who 
featured in the Christmas update)

Hi there, my name is Michael Wolff and I’m very lucky to 
be married to Julie and have two great children, John 
and Ellen. Our other family member is Barney our faithful 
hound. I work for Ards & North Down Borough Council, 
who have put up with me for three decades.  

At the beginning of the COVID-19 Pandemic like many others I was placed on 
furlough for a time.  And although it meant taking care of a few jobs/chores at 
home it was still great to get back to the office once we were allowed. There has 
now been bubbles formed at work and sanitising our surroundings has become 
the norm.  It is hard to estimate just how much hand sanitiser we have gone 
through in recent months.  

Obviously, my job is nowhere near as stressful or demanding as Julie’s is in the 
hospital environment; so we like to think that we have a fun and loving sanctuary 
for her when she gets home. We are fortunate that we enjoy each other’s 
company, BBQ’s (whatever the weather) where we sit, chat, joke & put the world 
to rights, as well as, homemade quizzes (thanks to John) have been great fun & 
filled with laughter.  

Recently we have been given our own little claim to fame with the news that Julie 
and myself landed on Mars with the Perseverance rover 2010 (part of NASA’s 
Mars exploration Program). When I say we ‘landed’ I mean our ‘names’ did as 
they are onboard one of three microchips which are part of the rover. The fact that 
about 10 million other names are there too has not dampened my enthusiasm. 
With the landing we join John and Ellen who flew and landed on the Insight 
mission in 2018.   

So to finish, I thought that especially in the current climate the first message sent 
by the rover upon landing speaks volumes. “Perseverance will get you anywhere”. 
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    Drop off dates for foodbank and Church envelopes 

Thursday 25th March - Strean Mission Fund, specifically Mercy Ships,   
                                      UCB and Foodbank  
Thursday 22nd April -   Strean Mission Fund, specifically Mercy Ships, 
                                      UCB and Foodbank



Jean Hiles – Craft Class Leader or as her family 
describe her “Wonder Woman” 
In March 2020, along with all of our church activities the 
Monday morning craft class ceased to meet, like many others 
I assumed it would be short lived and we would all be able to 
gather again soon!   

I spent time in the first few weeks of lockdown keeping in 
touch with members of the craft class by phone, checking 
they were safe and well and had the support they needed.  I 
was fortunate enough to have many close friends and family 
who were able to support me and ensure my needs were 

addressed.  I found myself in prayer most days asking for God’s guidance and 
support for our members.   

Watching the news had me thinking and praying about the stories of so many 
people who were spurred into action to support the NHS. Surely, I could do 
something that would help?  I became aware of a community group which had 
started to make scrubs for NHS front line workers.  I contacted the lady 
responsible and before long I had received my first batch of material and a 
pattern.  Monday morning’s (and other days too) were repurposed, as I was 
putting my skills to good use on scrubs and later face masks too.  I began to feel 
that everyone could make a small difference to support the collective cause of the 
NHS in the fight against COVID-19.     

I was amazed and inspired by the leadership of the local group.  The effective 
way the group ensured that materials were sourced and delivered, donations 
were made, patterns shared and completed scrubs ordered and collected was 
inspiring.  It was a heart-warming experience, that such a small group of people 
could make such a big difference.  The making of 
scrubs has scaled back now although I still have some 
family members asking me to make scrubs for their 
small teams who work in our local Trusts.   

In moving forward, with hope, as the vaccination 
programme is rolled out in Northern Ireland, I continue 
to pray for all members and friends of our craft class 
group.  I pray that everyone will remain in good health 
and be encouraged by the hope of spring and brighter 
days ahead.  I look forward to the day when we can all 
be gathered again enjoying a cup of tea and our crafts.  
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