
Letter to the congregation – Covid-19 update 
 

1 Chronicles 16:34 “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good! 

His faithful love endures forever.” 

Dear Church family, 
 

As I’m sure you have already heard, our NI Assembly announced that churches would be 

permitted to open again for Sunday services from 29th June.  Guidance in relation to re-

opening has been provided both by our government and the Presbyterian church.  

This guidance includes 

- 2m social distancing to be observed  

- Anyone shielding or vulnerable or displaying symptoms should not attend 

- Singing should be quiet or only done as a reflective piece 

- When in church there will not be the freedom to move about and speak to others 

- No tea and coffee to be served after the service 

Our Kirk Session met yesterday (29th June) and after prayerful consideration of these and 

other factors, decided that, at this time, it would be best if we were to continue to worship 

via our Facebook live stream and YouTube channel, with the view that we can return to 

services in church from early September. This was not an easy decision to come to, but one 

that we feel is necessary for the safety and wellbeing of our church family. Considerable 

preparatory work was done, measuring distances within our church sanctuary, and with the 

2m rule this in effect means there are only about 22 pews that could be used.  And since 

different households cannot sit in the same pew, this would mean that we could only facilitate 

a very small number of people. 

Session also considered what our summer services might look like, and how we can continue 

to reach out.  During July, I will continue to livestream from the church, and will be joined by 

two or three different people each week who will do Bible readings, lead us in prayer and 

provide reflective music.  We pray that this will provide a stepping stone to a return to normal 

worship at Strean.   Then during August, when I am on holiday, we will provide a Strean link 

to the Moderator’s weekly Sunday service. 

We continue to support  you pastorally through phone calls and if there are any situations 

that arise for which you need support, please continue to contact myself, our Clerk of Session, 

Fiona, or your elder. We will also continue to run our drop off days at the end of each month 

for foodbank provision and church envelopes. The dates for these days are Thursday 23rd July 

and Thursday 27th August, 10am to 12 midday. Thank you for all your support on these days. 

In the days that are ahead of us, I would urge and encourage you to continue to pray for our 

country and leaders as they guide us out of lockdown. And I would ask that you pray for us as 

a Kirk Session as we continue to seek to lead and guide our congregation, in the will of God. 
 

Every blessing 

Jeff 


